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1. Organization and recent developments 
 
Catching and ringing of wild birds in Switzerland is under the “Federal Law on Hunting and 
on the Protection of Mammals and Birds Living in the Wild”. The Swiss Ringing Scheme is 
put in charge for the coordination of bird ringing by the Swiss Agency for the Environment, 
Forests and Landscape SAEFL that also finances the running of the scheme. The contract 
for this invaluable support has been extended until 30 June 2012. 
 
The Swiss Ringing Scheme is based at the Schweizerische Vogelwarte Sempach (Swiss 
Ornithological Institute; www.vogelwarte.ch). The Institute is a private foundation whose 
mandate is to contribute to the study and the protection of birds through excellence in avi-
an monitoring, research, conservation, services, teaching and training. The Ringing Sche-
me reports to the Scientific Director, Dr Lukas Jenni. 
The Bird ringing scheme at the Swiss ornithological institute in Sempach issues bird rings 
with inscription „Sempach Helvetia“ for use in Switzerland only. 
 
The Ringing Scheme has developed and introduced a new software package for registra-
tion and online transfer of data from ringed and controlled birds. The new system has been 
installed by the end of March 2008 and since then periodically improved, in collaboration 
with the ringers’ community. 
 
 
2. Staff 
 
The main people involved in the work at the bird ringing scheme are: 

 

 Jacques Laesser (65 % for the ringing scheme): Head of scheme, licenses, data bank 
manager, rings, political and public issues. Email address: 
jacques.laesser@vogelwarte.ch. 

 

 Sarah Althaus (55% for the ringing scheme): data bank manager, rings, equipment. E-
mail address: sarah.althaus@vogelwarte.ch 

 

 Guido Häfliger (Engineer, 10 % for the ringing centre): data bank maintenance and 
support, software development. Email address: guido.haefliger@vogelwarte.ch. 

 
An advisory board of six highly experienced ringers is assisting the Sempach scheme on a 
voluntary basis. 
 
Matthias Kestenholz keeps serving as Vice-Chairman of EURING up to this year (elected 
in 2005). 
 
 
3. Bird ringers 
 
286 ringers (111 with a licence of category A for all species, 175 with a licence of category 
B (only one or a few species) or C (injured or orphaned birds) are dealing with a total of 
183 projects.  
 
5 candidates successfully passed the ringer's examination in 2009 and 3 in 2010. 
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4. Ringing and recovery numbers 
 
In 2009, 59’992 birds of 163 species were ringed in Switzerland. The most common spe-
cies were Robin with 5’136 captures and Great Tit with 4’387. Among nestlings, Great Tit 
was number one with 3’334 chicks ringed. In total, 1’855 ringing recoveries entered the 
data base. 
 
In 2010, 83’451 birds from 168 species were ringed in Switzerland. The most common 
species were Great Tit with 8’827 captures and Chaffinch with 7’322. Among nestlings, 
Great Tit was number one with 4’975 chicks ringed. In total, 4’953 ringing recoveries 
entered the data base. 
 
The full reports (Laesser et al. 2010, 2011) are available from the Swiss Bird Ringing 
Scheme. 
 
All Swiss ringing recovery data were transferred to the EURING data bank by March 2011. 
 
 
5. Projects 
 
The following projects are directed by the Swiss Bird Ringing Scheme: 
 
The Swiss Ringing Scheme is running the Alpine ringing station “Col de Bretolet” at 1923 
m a.s.l. on the Swiss-French border. 
 
The nation-wide Integrated Population Monitoring Programme for the Kestrel Falco tinnun-
culus and the Barn Owl Tyto alba continued. It aims at studying (1) how population chan-
ges are reflected by population parameters and (2) how they disperse.  
 
 
6. Publications 
 
 
6.1. Publications by the ringing scheme 
 
Laesser, J., G. Häfliger & J. von Hirschheydt (2009): Numbers of birds ringed and recovered by the 

Sempach Ringing Centre in 2008. Typoskript, Schweizerische Vogelwarte Sempach. 8 S. 
 
Laesser, J., G. Häfliger & J. von Hirschheydt (2010): Numbers of birds ringed and recovered by the 

Sempach Ringing Centre in 2009. Typoskript, Schweizerische Vogelwarte Sempach. 8 S. 

 
 
6.2. Publications reporting studies under licence of the ringing scheme 
 
 

Aebischer, A., P. Nyffeler & R. Arlettaz (2009): Wide-range dispersal in juvenile Eagle Owls (Bubo bubo) 
across the European Alps calls for transnational conservation programmes. J. Ornithol. 151, 1-9. 

Almasi, B., Jenni, L., Jenni-Eiermann, S., Roulin, A. (2010): Regulation of stress response is heritable and 
functionally linked to melanin-based coloration. J. Evol. Biol. 23 (5), 987-996. 

Arlettaz, R., Schaad, M., Reichlin, T.S., Schaub, M. (2010): Impact of weather and climate variation on 
Hoopoe reproductive ecology and population growth. J. Ornithol. DOI 10.1007/ s10336-010-0527-7. 
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