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1. Organisation 
The Hiddensee bird ringing scheme was founded in 1964 
in the eastern part of Germany, which was at that time a 
separate state, the G.D.R. Since 1993 the ringing centre 
is a branch of the Office for Environment & Nature 
Conservation and Geology of the federal state of 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania. The annual budget of 
the centre is provided by the five east German federal 
states Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, Brandenburg, 
Saxony-Anhalt, Saxony and Thuringia (black at the map). 
In these five states bird ringing is organized by the 
Hiddensee centre. 
 
2. Staff 
The staff comprises three and a half non-academic positions, Simone Scheil, Petra 
Posselt (0,5), Bernd Ziese, and one academic full-time position, Ulrich Köppen. Part-
time employees are temporarily in charge for the centre.  
 
3. Ringers & ringing courses 
Four-day-ringers’ courses are held annually. In 2011, 12 participants received the 
special certificate after successfully passing the course. The owner of this certificate is 
allowed to apply for a ringer’s permit in the eastern federal states of Germany. Licenses 
are issued by the nature conservation authorities of the federal states. Currently, 279 
Hiddensee ringers have personal ringing permits. 
 
4. Rings 
Rings are imported from Mekaniska AB, Sweden. There are 17 different sizes of 
Hiddensee rings in use. Ringers don’t have to pay for the rings. 
 
5. Ringing projects 
Ringers are recommended to participate in large-scale and long term ringing programs 
organized by the Hiddensee Ringing Centre and other institutions collaborating with the 
centre. Beside this a large variety of different ringing programs is offered by different 
institutions. Ringers can also apply for ringing programs to collect data for their own 
scientific tasks.  



Results of selected ringing programs in eastern Germany 
International scale: 
- White-tailed Eagle (cr-program), 2010: 177 nestlings ringed, 110 reports /resightings, 
- Peregrine Falcon,  2010: 227 nestlings ringed, 20 reports/resightings, 
- Skylark , 2010: 881 ringed migrants, 7 reports/recoveries,  
- Black Stork,(cr-program), 2010: 44 ringed nestlings, 13 reports/resightings,   
National scale: 
- Integrated Monitoring Barn Swallow, 2010: 22 sites in whole Germany, Hiddensee:  
  8.247 ind. ringed, 435 re-traps, 
- International Monitoring of Raptors& Owls: about 50 sites, ca. 10.000 ind. 
  ringed annually, 
- Integrated Monitoring of Songbird Populations (= German CES-project), 2010: 
  37 sites under work, 10.005 “first catches”, 1.362 retraps. 
- Great Cormorant (cr-program), 2010: 515 ind. colour-marked,  198 reports. 
- Grey Heron (cr-program), 2010: 176 ind. colour-marked, 20 reports, 
- Osprey (cr-program), 2010: 374 nestlings ringed, 370 reports, 
- Integrated Monitoring White Stork 2010: 1.445 nestlings ringed, 1.564 
  reports. 
- Bearded Tit 2010: 779 ind. ringed, 248 re-traps. 
 
Regional, local scale: 
More than 50 projects are dealing with species or particular phenomena at 
different time scales; one of it is devoted to the fast growing population of the Bee-eater 
Merops apiaster in the federal state of Saxonia-Anhalt.   
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6. Ringing & recoveries 
 
a) Annual numbers of Hiddensee ringed birds, recoveries and grand total end of 2010. 

 
Grand totals 

            ringed  recoveries*   ringed**   recoveries* 
2007    110.367  14.217    
2008    122.601  22.555    
2009  106.635 24.638    
2010  109.828 20.279  5.039.907  574.587 
 
*) short term retraps included **) 412 species; since 1964 

 
b) Annual numbers of reports of foreign ringed birds from eastern Germany processed 
by the centre: 
2007: 998, 2008: 991, 2009: 1.519,  2010: 2.050 
 
7. Data management 
Any ringing and recovery data of the year are entirely filed at computers already since 
1977. A computer software is freely distributed to ringers enabling them to put ringing 
data and recoveries/retraps directly into their computers and send it to the RC. In 2010  
more than 80 % of the years’ data were delivered via internet. Beginning in 1993 all data 
of foreign ringed birds found in eastern Germany are computerised as well. 
Computerisation of older data of Hiddensee and foreign rings is still on the way. 
Unfortunately, due to serious problems with a newly established software package at the 
ringing centre delays occur in processing the incoming recoveries. We do our best to 
reach an permanent up-to-date processing of any recovery information.  
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Beringungszentrale Hiddensee 
Hiddensee Bird Ringing Centre 
Landesamt fuer Umwelt, Naturschutz und Geologie (LUNG) Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern 
Badenstr. 18 
D-18439 Stralsund 
Germany 
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Fax: +49 +3831 / 696-249 
Homepage: http://www.lung.mv-regierung.de/beringung 
 


